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Specification 
 

Component 1: Breadth study 
 

1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 

Component 2: Depth study 

2Q The American Dream: reality and illusion, 1945–1980 

A-level 
A-level students must take assessments in all three of the following components in the same series: 

• Component 1: Breadth study 

• Component 2: Depth study 

• Component 3: Historical investigation (Personal study) 

Students must: 

• study the history of more than one country 

• study a British history option for Component 1 or 2 

• study a non-British history option for Component 1 or 2 

• study topics from a chronological range of at least 200 years. 

 

Assessments 

 
Component 1: Breadth study 
What's assessed: 

The study of significant historical developments over a period of around 100 years and associated 

interpretations. 

Assessed 

• written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

• three questions (one compulsory) 

• 80 marks 

• 40% of A-level 

Questions 

• two sections 

• Section A – one compulsory question linked to historical interpretations (30 marks) Section B – two 

from three essays (2 x 25 marks) 

 

Component 2: Depth study 
What's assessed: 

The study in depth of a period of major historical change or development and associated primary 

evidence. 

Assessed 

• written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

• three questions (one compulsory) 

• 80 marks 

• 40% of A-level 

Questions 

• two sections 

• Section A – one compulsory question linked to primary sources or sources contemporary 
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• to the period (30 marks) 

• Section B – two from three essays (2 x 25 marks) 

 

 

Component 3: Historical investigation 
What's assessed: 

A personal study based on a topic of student's choice. This should take the form of a question in the context 

of approximately 100 years. It must not duplicate the content of options chosen for Components 1 and 2. 

Assessed 

• 3,000 – 3,500 words 

• 40 marks 

• 20% of A-level 

 

 

Component 1: Breadth study 
Each Breadth study requires the study of an extended period and enables students to develop secure 

understanding of the process of change over time. Each Breadth study is introduced by six key questions 

which identify issues and perspectives which are central to the period of study. They emphasise that the 

study of breadth requires students to develop an understanding of: 

•• the nature of causes and consequences, of change and continuity and of similarity and differences  

over a long period of time 

•• the links between perspectives, such as political, economic, social or religious as well as appreciating 

developments relating to the perspectives separately over time  

•• the role played by individuals, groups, ideas or ideology. 

The content for each period of study is set out in chronological sections. An examination question may arise 

from one or more of these sections of specified content. There is an important interrelationship between the 

six key questions and the specified content. Study of the content enables students to develop a secure 

understanding and knowledge of the period. The key questions inform and guide how the content should 

be studied. This combination of historical content, informed by key questions, seeks to combine ‘periods or 

themes’ in a manner which is manageable and historically valid. Thus, ‘understanding of the process of 

change over time’ stems from secure knowledge of shorter periods which enable the development of a 

broader understanding as the study progresses. 

 

Component 2: Depth study 
Each Depth study is focused on a significant period of historical change or development. Students will gain 

deep understanding of change and continuity through the study of the interrelationships of a variety of 

perspectives as indicated in the content. They will develop detailed knowledge and understanding of 

developments and the roles of individuals, groups, ideas and ideology. Depth studies also promote an 

understanding of the complexity of the historical process through a detailed focus on a specific period of 

change. Content is presented chronologically in sections as is most appropriate to the period of study. An 

examination question may arise from one, or more than one, section of specified content. To demonstrate 

depth of historical knowledge and understanding, students should be able to make links and comparisons 

between the aspects of the period studied. Therefore it is important that specified content should be 

studied both in its own right and holistically. In this way links and contrasts will be rooted in secure 

knowledge and understanding. 

Each of the Depth studies has an introductory commentary, setting out the focus of the study and the key 

concepts that apply to it. There is a close interrelationship between the commentary and the content that 

follows which enables students to appreciate the focus of the depth study. 

 

Component 3: Historical investigation – non-exam assessment (A-level only) 
Students will be required to identify an issue they wish to study and develop a question from this issue which 

will be the focus of the Historical investigation. To ensure that this represents a substantial study, the issue to 

be investigated has to be placed in the context of approximately 100 years. It must not duplicate the 

content studied for Components 1 or 2. 

Students may study a specific issue or development in depth, but this must be placed in the context of 

approximately 100 years, or a broader theme and/or development. Issues which relate to international, 
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national or local developments are appropriate, as are investigations which adopt specific historical 

perspectives such as cultural, social or technological. 

Through undertaking the Historical investigation, students will develop an enhanced understanding of the 

nature and purpose of history as a discipline and how historians work. They will broaden their study of the 

past whilst having the opportunity to study a specific issue in great depth. 

 

1C-The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 
This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and 

consequence in this period through the following key questions: 

•• How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy? 

•• In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period? 

•• How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession secured? 

•• How did English society and economy change and with what effects? 

•• How far did intellectual and religious ideas change and develop and with what effects? 

•• How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by 

developments? 

Part One: consolidation of the Tudor Dynasty: England, 1485–1547 
Henry VII, 1485–1509 
•• Henry Tudor’s consolidation of power: character and aims; establishing the Tudor dynasty 

•• Government: councils, parliament, justice, royal finance, domestic policies 

•• Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers; securing the succession; marriage 

alliances 

•• Society: churchmen, nobles and commoners; regional division; social discontent and rebellions 

•• Economic development: trade, exploration, prosperity and depression 

•• Religion; humanism; arts and learning 

Henry VIII, 1509–1547 
•• Henry VIII: character and aims; addressing Henry VII’s legacy 

•• Government: Crown and Parliament, ministers, domestic policies including the establishment of 

Royal Supremacy 

•• Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers; securing the succession 

•• Society: elites and commoners; regional issues and the social impact of religious upheaval; 

rebellion 

•• Economic development: trade, exploration, prosperity and depression 

•• Religion: renaissance ideas; reform of the Church; continuity and change by 1547 

Part Two: England: turmoil and triumph, 1547–1603  
Instability and consolidation: 'the Mid-Tudor Crisis', 1547–1563  
•• Edward VI, Somerset and Northumberland; royal authority; problems of succession; relations 

with foreign powers 

•• The social impact of religious and economic changes under Edward VI; rebellion; intellectual 

developments; humanist and religious thought 

•• Mary I and her ministers; royal authority; problems of succession; relations with foreign powers 

•• The social impact of religious and economic changes under Mary I; rebellion; intellectual 

developments; humanist and religious thought 

•• Elizabeth I: character and aims; consolidation of power, including the Act of Settlement and 

relations with foreign powers 

•• The impact of economic, social and religious developments in the early years of Elizabeth's rule 

The triumph of Elizabeth, 1563–1603  
•• Elizabethan government: court, ministers and parliament; factional rivalries 

•• Foreign affairs: issues of succession; Mary, Queen of Scots; relations with Spain 

•• Society: continuity and change; problems in the regions; social discontent and rebellions 

•• Economic development: trade, exploration and colonisation; prosperity and depression 
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•• Religious developments, change and continuity; the English renaissance and ‘the Golden Age’ 

of art, literature and music 

•• The last years of Elizabeth: the state of England politically, economically, religiously and socially 

by 1603 

 

 

2Q-The American Dream: reality and illusion, 1945–1980 
This option provides for a study in depth of the challenges faced by the USA at home and abroad 

as it emerged from the Second World War as a Superpower. For many Americans, post-war 

prosperity realised the ‘American Dream’ but the prosperity was not shared by all and significant 

problems at home and abroad challenged the extent to which the ‘American dream’ was a 

reality. It explores concepts and ideas such as American identity at home and abroad, anti-

communism, social equality, ethnic identities and federal versus states’ rights. It also encourages 

students to reflect on the nature of democracy in a pluralist society, political protest and the 

power of the media. 

 

Part one: prosperity, inequality and Superpower status, 1945–1963 
Truman and Post-war America, 1945–1952 
•• The United States in 1945 and the legacies of the world war: the powers of the presidency; the 

main political parties; post-war prosperity; regional, ethnic and social divisions 

•• The USA as a Superpower: Truman’s character and policies; post-war peace making; the Cold 

War and ‘containment’ in Europe and Asia; the response to the rise of Communism in Asia 

•• Truman and post-war reconstruction: the economy; political divisions and domestic problems; 

the rise of McCarthyism 

•• African-Americans in North and South: the impact of the Second World War; campaigns for 

Civil Rights; the responses of the federal and state authorities 

Eisenhower: Tranquillity and Crisis, 1952–1960 
•• The presidency: Eisenhower’s personality and the policies of ‘dynamic conservatism’; Nixon as 

Vice- President; the Republican Party; the end of McCarthyism 

•• The growth of the American economy in the 1950s and the impact of the ‘consumer society’ 

•• The USA and the Cold War: Superpower rivalry and conflict with the USSR; responses to 

developments in Western and Eastern Europe; reactions to the rise of Communism in Asia; 

responses to crises in the Middle East 

•• African-Americans in North and South: the emergence of the Civil Rights Movement; the 

policies and attitudes of the main political parties; the responses of the state and federal 

authorities 

John F Kennedy and the 'New Frontier', 1960–1963 
•• The presidential election of 1960 and reasons for Kennedy’s victory; the policies and 

personalities of the Kennedy administration; the ideas behind the ‘New Frontier’ 

•• Challenges to American power: the legacy of crises over Berlin and relations with Khrushchev; 

the challenge of Castro’s Cuba; deepening involvement in Vietnam 

•• African-Americans in North and South: the rise of the Civil Rights Movement; the opponents of 

Civil Rights, including within the Democratic Party; Kennedy’s policies in response to the pressures 

for change 

•• The United States by 1963: its position as a world power; economic prosperity; the growing 

pressures for social change from women and youth 

 

Part Two: challenges to the American Dream, 1963–1980  
The Johnson Presidency, 1963–1968 (A-level only) 
•• Johnson as President: personality and policies; his pursuit of the ‘Great Society’; the impact of 

the Kennedy legacy; economic developments 
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•• Maintaining American world power: escalation of the war in Vietnam; relations between the 

USA and its Western allies 

•• African-Americans in North and South: developments in the Civil Rights Movement; Johnson’s 

role in passing Civil Rights legislation; the impact of change including urban riots 

•• Social divisions and protest movements: education and youth; feminism; radicalisation of 

African-Americans; anti-war movements; the role of the media 

Republican reaction: the Nixon Presidency, 1968–1974 (A-level only) 
•• The Presidential election of 1968 and the reasons for Nixon’s victory: divisions within the 

Democratic Party; the personalities and policies of the Nixon administration 

•• The restoration of conservative social policies; the reaction to protest movements and forces of 

social change; economic change and the end of the post-war boom 

•• The limits of American world power: peace negotiations and the continuation of the war in 

Vietnam and Cambodia; the influence of Kissinger on US policies towards the USSR, Latin America 

and China 

•• The Watergate Affair and its aftermath: the role of Congress; the resignation of the President; 

Nixon’s political legacy 

The USA after Nixon, 1974–1980 (A-level only) 
•• Ford and Carter as presidents: responses to social divisions; political corruption and the loss of 

national self-confidence 

•• The position of the USA as a world power: the final withdrawal from Vietnam; relations with the 

USSR and China; the response to crises in the Middle East; Iran and Afghanistan 

•• African-Americans in North and South: the impact of civil rights legislation; change and 

continuity in the ‘New South’ 

•• The USA by 1980: its position as a Superpower; the extent of social and economic change; the 

reasons for Reagan’s victory in the presidential election. 

 
Component 3: Historical investigation (non-examined assessment) 

To be completed post-Year 12 exams  

Purpose of the Historical investigation  

The purpose of the Historical investigation is to enable students to develop the skills, knowledge and 

historical understanding acquired through the study of the examined components of the specification. 

Through undertaking the Historical investigation students will develop an enhanced understanding of the 

nature and purpose of history as a discipline and how historians work. The Historical investigation contributes 

towards meeting the aims and objectives of the A-level specification. In particular it encourages students 

to: 

•• ask relevant and significant questions about the past and undertake research 

•• develop as independent learners and critical and reflective thinkers 

•• acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study 

•• organise and communicate their knowledge and understanding in a piece of sustained writing. 

Introduction 

Students will be required to submit a Historical investigation based on a development or issue which has 

been subject to different historical interpretations. The Historical investigation must: 

•• be independently researched and written by the student 

•• be presented in the form of a piece of extended writing of between 3,000 and 3,500 words in length 

•• draw upon the student's investigation of sources (both primary and secondary) which relate to the 

development or issue chosen and the differing interpretations that have been placed on this 

•• place the issue to be investigated within a context of approximately 100 years 

•• be an issue which does not duplicate the content of Components 1 and 2. 

The Historical investigation must be supervised in accordance with the requirements of Section 5.1 of this 

specification. The centre must complete a non-examined assessment (NEA) proposal form no later than 12 

months before the intended completion of the A-level course. The form must detail the topic and date 

range of the proposed Historical investigation for each student. The teacher must state which examined 

components will be studied. This form must be submitted to AQA for review. AQA will check that the 
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proposed Historical investigation, when combined with the examined components, meets the following 

requirements: 

•• the proposed topic is set in the context of approximately 100 years 

•• there is no overlap with the content of the options studied for the examined components 

•• all three components together cover a chronological range of at least 200 years. 

 

 

 

 Reading and resources list  
1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603  

• C Lee, Britain, 1483-1529, Nelson Thornes, 2008  

• R Carpenter, The Church in England and the Struggle for Supremacy, 1529-1547, Nelson Thornes, 

2009  

• M Tillbrook, The Triumph of Elizabethan Britain 1547-1603, Nelson Thornes, 2009  

• I Dawson, The Tudor Century, Nelson Thornes, 1993  

 

 Useful books for students  

• D Murphy (ed), England 1485-1603, Collins, 1999  

• N Fellows, Disorder and Rebellion in Tudor England, Hodder, 2009  

• R Lockyer & D O’Sullivan, Tudor Britain 1485-1603, Longman, 1993  

• K Randall, Henry VIII and the Government of England, Hodder, 2001  

• K Randall, Henry VIII and the Reformation in England, Hodder, 2001  

• J Warren, Elizabeth I: Meeting the Challenge, Hodder, 2008  

 

 Reference books  

• G W Bernard, The Kings Reformation, Yale, 2005  

• C Carpenter, The Wars of the Roses, CUP, 1997  

• C S L Davies, Peace, Print and Protestantism, Paladin, 1995  

• S Doran, Princes, Pastors and People, Routledge, 1991  

• E Duffy, The Stripping of the Altars, Yale, 1992  

• G R Elton, England Under the Tudors, Routledge, 1991  

• A Fletcher & D MacCulloch, Tudor Rebellions, Longman, 2004  

• Griffiths (ed), The Experience of Authority in Early Modern England, Macmillan, 1996  

• S Gunn, Early Tudor Government, Macmillan,1995  

• J Guy, Tudor England, OUP, 1998  

• C Haigh, The Reign of Elizabeth, Macmillan, 1984  

• C Haigh, English Reformations, Clarendon Press, 1993  

• J Loach, The Mid Tudor Polity 1540-1560, Macmillan, 1980 

• D Loades, The Mid-Tudor Crisis, 1545-1565, Palgrave, 1992  

• D Loades, Politics and the Nation 1450-1660, Blackwell, 1999  

• D M Palliser, The Age of Elizabeth, Longman, 1992  

• A J Pollard, The Wars of the Roses, Macmillan, 1988  

• J Scarisbrick, The Reformation and the English People, Blackwell, 1984  

• A G R Smith, Emergence of A Nation State, Pearson, 1997  

• P Thomas, Authority and Disorder in Tudor Times 1485-1603, CUP, 1999  

 

Biographies and first-hand accounts  

• S Chrimes, Henry VII, Yale, 1999  
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• D Cook, Sixteenth Century England Documents and Debates, Macmillan, 1980  

• D Cressy & L Ferrell, Religion and Society in Early modern England A Sourcebook, Routledge, 1996  

• R Horrox, Richard III, CUP, 1991  

• D Loades, The Reign of Mary Tudor, Longman, 1991  

• J Loach, Edward VI, Yale, 1999  

• D Starkey & L Wooding, Elizabeth, Vintage, 2001  

• L Wooding, Henry VIII, Routledge, 2009  

 

Visual sources and websites  

• www.johnguy.co.uk  

• www.history.ac.uk  

• www.activehistory.co.uk  

• www.bbc.co.uk/history  

• www.tudoerplace.com  

• The Six Wives of Henry VIII, Elizabeth DVDs – D Starkey  

• A History of Britain DVD – S Schama 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading and resources list  
2Q The American Dream: Reality and Illusion, 1945–1980  

• C Bragg, Heinemann Advanced History: Vietnam, Korea and US Foreign Policy 1945-75, Heinemann, 

2006  

• Edwards, Access to History: The USA and the Cold War 1945-63, Hodder, 2002  

• D Murphy, Flagship History - United States 1917-2008, Collins, 2008  

• M Hall, The Vietnam War (Seminar Studies in History), Routledge, 2008  

• M Scott-Baumann, Civil Rights and Social Movements in the Americas, CUP, 2012  

• V Sanders, Civil Rights in the USA 1945-68, Hodder, 2008  

• J de Pennington, Modern America: 1865 to the Present, Hodder, 2005 

 

 Useful books for students  

• J Lewis Gaddis, The Cold War, Penguin, 2007  

• J Patterson, Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945-1974, OUP, 1998  

• E Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era, Basic Books, 2008  

• H Higgins, Vietnam, Heinemann, 1982  

• D Farber, The Age of Great Dreams: America in the Sixties, Hill & Wang, 1994  

• T Riches, The Civil Rights Movement: Struggle and Resistance, Macmillan, 2003  

• D Sandbrook, Mad As Hell: The Crisis of the 1970s and the Rise of the Populist Right, Anchor, 2012  

• L Cohen, Consumer's Republic: The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America by Lizabeth 

Cohen, Vintage, 2003  

 

 Reference books  

• T Anderson, The Movement and the Sixties, OUP, 1995  

• C Appy, Vietnam: The Definitive Oral History, Told From All Sides, Ebury Press, 2008  

• R Perlstein, Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing of America, Scribner, 2008  

• M Halliwell, American Culture in the 1950s, Edinburgh University Press, 2007  

• D Halberstam, The Fifties, Fawcett, 1994 

• G Moss, Moving on: The American People Since 1945, Pearson, 2004  
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• M Dudziak, Cold War Civil Rights, Princeton University Press, 2011  

• D Farber, The Age of Great Dreams: America in the Sixties, Hill & Wang, 1994  

• T Branch, Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954–1963, Simon & Schuster, 1998  

• M Herr, Dispatches, Picador, 1991  

• C Hitchens, The Trial of Henry Kissinger, Atlantic Books, 2002  

• M Isserman & M Kazin, America Divided, The Civil War of the 1960s, OUP, 2007  

• S Karnow, Vietnam: A History, Pimlico, 1994  

• G Kolko, Anatomy of a War, New Press, 1994  

• M Dickstein, Gates of Eden: American Culture in the Sixties, Harvard University Press, 1997  

• M Marable, Race, Reform and Rebellion 1945-82, Pimlico, 1984  

• T Weiner, Enemies: A History of the FBI, Penguin, 2012  

• P Biskind, Easy Riders, Raging Bulls: How the Sex-drugs-and Rock 'n' Roll Generation Changed 

Hollywood, Bloomsbury, 1999  

• G Tindall, America: A Narrative History, Norton, 2007  

• J Williams, Eyes on the Prize, Longman, 1999  

 

Biographies and first-hand accounts  

• S Ambrose, Nixon: The Triumph of a Politician, 1962-72, Simon and Schuster, 2014  

• D McCullough, Truman, Simon & Schuster, 1993  

• R Dallek, Lyndon B, Johnson: Portrait of a President, OUP, 2004  

• R Dallek, John F Kennedy: An Unfinished Life, Penguin, 2013  

• A Haley & Malcolm X, Autobiography of Malcolm X, Penguin, 2007  

• H Kissinger, Diplomacy, Pocket Books, 2003  

• P Ling, Martin Luther King, Routledge, 2002  

• M Marable, Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention, Black Classic Press, 2012  

• J Edward Smith, Eisenhower in War & Peace, Random House, 2013  

 

Visual sources and websites  

• http://www.jfklibrary.org/  

• http://www.lbjlibrary.org/  

• http://www.trumanlibrary.org/  

• http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/  

• http://www.nixonlibrary.gov/ 

• http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/  

• http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/  

• http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/econhist.htm  

• http://www.270towin.com  

• http://vault.fbi.gov/  

• http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/ads/amadv.html  

• http://www.loc.gov/teachers/additionalresources/relatedresources/ushist/special/social.html  

• http://amhistory.si.edu/militaryhistory/  

• http://www.nbclearn.com/finishingthedream#  

• http://www.archives.gov/education/special-topics.html  

• http://www.thekingcenter.org/archive  

 

Films/DVDs  

• The Butler  

• M*A*S*H  

• The Help  

• Mississippi Burning  

• The Long Walk Home  

• Goodnight and Good luck  

• Ali  

• Malcolm X  

• JFK  

• Milk  

• J. Edgar  

• All the President’s Men  

• Thirteen Days  
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• Platoon  

• Hamburger Hill  

• Full Metal Jacket  

• Forrest Gump  

• Born on the Fourth of July  

• Frost/Nixon  

• Bobby or ‘Bobby Kennedy for President’ 



Transition Work: 
1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 

 
1. Read through the Summary of Events 1399-1485 (see the reading below). 

Make brief notes about each of the monarchs and then annotate the 

family tree (attached below). You need to identify which monarchs belong 

to the Houses of York and Lancaster. 

 

2. Use the internet to research the following about Henry Tudor; 

➢ His claim to the throne  

➢ His life up to 1485 

 

3. Use the internet to investigate the Battle of Bosworth and produce a 

timeline of events from Henry Tudor landing in Wales to Richard III being 

killed. 

 

4. Why was Henry Tudor able to become King of England in 1485? 

 

5. Complete the work on Tudor society & economy (attached below).  

 

6. You could……visit the Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre or the King 

Richard III Visitor Centre, Leicester. 

www.bosworthbattlefield.com/  

www.kriii.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bosworthbattlefield.com/
http://www.kriii.com/


Reading 

a) The Deposition of Richard II and the Ascension of Henry IV 

On 22 September 1399 Henry Bolingbroke, son of John of Gaunt, Duke of 

Lancaster, claimed the throne of England after the deposition of Richard II, 

whose reign had been marked by his constant overriding of law and the 

property rights of his nobility – itself sufficient to stimulate the opposition that 

led to Richard’s downfall. The simplified genealogical table shows why the new 

king, Henry IV, had felt the need to declare his title to the throne in rather 

vague terms. If one accepted the legality of the deposition (and it was doubtful 

at best), then Henry’s claim rested on being the heir male – being the person 

having the best claim to the throne through the male line, which stretched 

back to John of Gaunt, the fourth son of Edward III. However it could be argued 

that the stronger claim was that of the heir general, whose descent was 

through the female line via Philippa, daughter of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, the 

second son of Edward III. In 1399 the heir general was Philippa’s grandson, 

Edmund, Earl of March, but he was a child and no fit opponent for Henry of 

Lancaster. But this claim through the Mortimer family did not go away. In 

particular, Richard, Duke of York, the son of Anne Mortimer, inherited that 

claim after the death of his uncle Edmund Mortimer in 1425. This is the origin 

of the so-called Yorkist title to the throne.  

Henry IV rarely had the opportunity to enjoy his kingdom. He was faced with 

rebellions in Wales, complaints from Parliament about extravagance, more 

rebellions from the powerful northern nobles, the Percy’s, incursions from 

Scotland, attacks on the south coast by the French and chronic ill-health in his 

later years. It is small wonder that some contemporaries were inclined to 

blame the king’s troubles on divine retribution for his usurpation.  

b) Henry V 

Any doubts about the stability of the new Lancastrian dynasty were quelled by 

the accession of Henry V in 1413. Admittedly, there was a Yorkist plot in 1415 

which aimed to put Edward Mortimer on the throne, but Mortimer himself 

tipped off the king. Make no mistake, Henry V was impressive. He seemed to 

have every quality expected of a monarch. Profiting from the internal divisions 

in France, he won a famous victory at Agincourt in 1415, conquered half of 



France, married Catherine, daughter of the French king, was acknowledged as 

King of France by his ally the Duke of Burgundy, and became regent and heir to 

the French king, Charles VI. And, despite his absences, he maintained the 

fullness of royal authority over the administration of England. The royal 

lieutenant in England assisted and advised by a council, never presumed to 

initiate policy without Henry’s full knowledge and support.  

c) Henry VI and the Outbreak of the Wars of the Roses 

Henry V died of dysentery in 1422. He was only 34 years old, and left as his heir 

a baby son of 9 months. However, this calamity signalled neither a wave of 

plots about the Lancastrians nor the collapse of government. There were 

certainly problems: most notably the resentment of Henrys V’s youngest 

brother Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, who objected to the way in which the 

late king’s instructions in his will had been set aside by the lords assembled in 

Parliament. It seems that Henry V had intended Humphry to act more or less as 

regent in England until Henry VI came of age, but the lords were not prepared 

to accept this, preferring rule in England by a council of 17, with Gloucester 

was ‘Protector’, but without the power to make policy decisions except with 

council approval. Gloucester did all he could to disrupt this conciliar 

government in the years of Henry’s minority, but, when Henry VI at last 

assumed the full powers of king in 1437, the council could look back on a job 

well done. The boy of 16 had come to power, and royal authority had not been 

damaged in any way. It took Henry VI himself to do that.  

Henry V had secured loyalty and stability for his crown through conquests in 

France: his son’s policy of seeking peace did nothing to help the morale or 

sense of purpose among his commanders or soldiers in his second Kingdom 

(France). By 1453 only Calais was left: a bitter and mocking reminder of what 

his father had achieved and of what Henry VI had lost. He was unable to 

control rivalries among his nobles, and he clumsily alienated his most powerful 

kinsman Richard, Duke of York. In fact, he displayed few or none of the 

qualities required of a king.  

He lapsed into insanity in the autumn of 1453. York was the only possible 

choice for Protector, but the birth of Henry’s son in October 1453 exposed the 

limitations and the dangers of York’s position. Henry’s queen, Margaret of 



Anjou, clearly saw York was a threat to the inheritance of her son; and York 

could only look forward to an uncertain future. He, therefore, decided to bid 

for the throne. By 1460, through battle and through a formal assertion of his 

right to the throne, he had achieved a curious and unworkable compromise. By 

the Act of Accord, he recognised Henry VI as king, but was himself recognised 

as Henry’s heir – displacing, of course, Henry’s son, Edward. What York lacked 

was real support from his fellow nobles. In December 1460 he was killed in a 

skirmish near Wakefield in Yorkshire. His son, Edward, Earl of March, headed 

for London, where he was proclaimed king on March 1461. 

d) Edward IV 

Edward IV made a startling contrast to Henry VI. He clearly had the presence 

and military acumen expected of a king, and was rewarded with a decisive 

victory over the Lancastrian forces at Towton in March 1461. He also had the 

good fortune to capture Henry VI in person some four years later. His freedom 

of manoeuvre was hampered by the overweening power of his greatest ally, 

the grasping and ambitious Earl of Warwick. Warwick ‘the Kingmaker’ sought 

to maintain his status as the king’s most importance subject, and was 

therefore greatly perturbed by Edward’s marriage to the widow Elizabeth 

Woodville in 1464. This was partly because Warwick was looking for a foreign 

match for Edward to prop up the shaky international credibility of the new 

regime, and partly because Warwick, as a greedy and ruthless man, knew and 

feared what the equally greedy and ruthless Woodville’s might do to his 

position. And what was worse, the Woodville’s were social climbers and ‘new 

money’: distinctly arriviste and nouveau-riche. Warwick, exploiting the 

dissatisfaction of Edward’s brother, the Duke of Clarence, encouraged the 

latter to join him in taking an extraordinary decision: they switched sides. In 

1470 Edward IV was forced to flee abroad as Warwick and Clarence brought 

about the return and restoration of Henry VI: the so-called ‘Readeption’. 

Within a year Edward had returned, winning massive victories at Barnet and 

Tewkesbury. Warwick died in battle, Prince Edward met a similar fate, and 

Henry VI was murdered shortly after the Tewkesbury defeat. 

The remainder of Edward’s reign was relatively peaceful on the surface, but 

the problems created by the Woodville marriage did not go away. They were 

compounded by Edward’s over-reliance on his own ability to control the 



rivalries occasioned by his marriage. As he fell dangerously ill in the spring of 

1483, he realised that the likely minority of his eldest son, Edward, was going 

to be troubled by the bitterness felt towards the Woodville’s by two of his 

most powerful supporters, William, Lord Hastings and his own youngest 

brother, Richard of Gloucester. A desperate death-bed attempt to reconcile 

Hastings and the Woodville’s produced fair words but nothing else. When 

Edward died on April 9, Gloucester and Hastings moved rapidly. The 12-year-

old Edward V was journeying to London under the protection of a Woodville 

escort. Gloucester wrote conciliatory letters to the queen (Elizabeth Woodville) 

and made arrangements to meet the young king en route. After liberally 

entertaining the accompanying Woodville’s in Northampton, he had them 

arrested the next day.  

They were despatched to one of his northern strongholds for later execution. 

He then accompanied the king to London, to all intents and purposes eager to 

see him crowned. But Gloucester may have believed that Edward V was going 

to be the Woodville weapon of revenge. Brought up under Woodville 

influence, and clearly distressed at the disappearance of his relatives, Edward 

would have four years at most to wait before he held power in his own hands. 

And what then would be the fate of his uncle Richard? 

Gloucester, it seems, had no desire to wait to find out. With the support of the 

soldiers of Henry Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, Gloucester set out to overawe 

the city of London and bid for the crown. Likely opponents were dealt with 

ruthlessly. Hastings could not be relied upon to oppose the Woodville’s, but he 

could also be relied upon to support the young Edward. So he was arrested 

and then executed with a haste that shocked the capital. Of course, even 

Gloucester needed a claim of some sort to the throne, and he therefore 

employed a tame priest to provide the interesting and convenient information 

that Edward’s two sons were illegitimate. For good measure, Gloucester also 

accused his own mother of adultery, claiming that Edward IV was not the son 

of Richard of York.  

e) The Reign of Richard III 

Richard of Gloucester was crowned on 6 July 1483. Whatever pains he took to 

secure the crown, including the alleged murder of the so-called ‘Princes in the 



Tower’, he had little leisure to enjoy his success. In a curious parallel with 

Warwick the Kingmaker, Richard’s most powerful and trusted ally, the Duke of 

Buckingham, was involved in an unsuccessful rebellion within months of 

Richard’s accession. In 1484 Richard’s only son, Edward, died. In August 1485, 

and in an atmosphere of uncertainty and suspicion, Richard sought to defend 

his crown in battle against a somewhat obscure pretender – Henry Tudor, Early 

of Richmond. Treachery on the battlefield led to Richard’s death.  

 



 

 

 

  

 



Henry VII 1485-1509 - Society Complete Questions I need answered 

Learning Objective 

1: 

To investigate the 

structure of English 

society, including 

churchmen, nobles 

and commoners. 

Task: 

Use p.33-38 to make notes on the structure of 

society. You should include; 

• Diagrams to illustrate (i) the structure of 
society and (ii) the hierarchy of the Church. 

• Notes on each key section of society; Nobility, 
Gentry, Churchmen and Commoners. 

• Reference to key terms such as; feudal 
system, sumptuary laws, bourgeoisie, 
peerage, bastard feudalism, reformation, 
grazing rights and peasants. 

• A list of key people and their responsibilities. 

  

Learning Objective 

2: 

To investigate 

regional divisions 

within England. 

Task: 

Use the information on p.38 to annotate the 

provided map: The farming regions of England. 

  

Learning Objective 

3: 

Tasks: 

1) Use p.39 to answer the following questions; 

  



To investigate 

social discontent 

and rebellions. 

• What happened to living conditions for the 
poor in the second half of the 15th century? 
Remember to use key terms in your answer. 

• What is a subsistence crises? 
2) Use p.39-41 to produce a mini fact file on the two 

rebellions – The Yorkshire Rebellion 1489 and 
The Cornish Rebellion 1497. Try to identify; 

• Causes of the rebellions 

• Some key events (more difficult for 
Yorkshire!) 

• Consequences 

• How threatening the rebellion was to the 
stability of Henry VII’s rule. 

Conclusion: Task: 

Use your notes to answer the following question; 

• How did English society change during Henry 
VII’s reign? 

  

Henry VII 1485-1509 – Economic development Complete Questions I need answered 

Learning Objective 

1: 

To investigate the 

economy of 

Task: 

Use p.43-48 to make notes on the economy and 

trade. You should include; 

  



England and the 

importance of 

trade. 

• Notes on each key section; Population, The 
agrarian economy and Trade and Industry. 

• Reference to key terms such as; mixed 
farming, pastoral farming, common rights, 
open-field husbandry, enclosure, Merchants 
of the Staple, Merchant adventurers, 
Hanseatic League, Intercursus Magnus and 
Intercursus Malus. 

• A list of key trading developments under 
Henry VII. 

Learning Objective 

2: 

To investigate early 

English exploration 

and its significance. 

Task: 

Use p. 48 to make notes on exploration. You should 

include; 

• Key dates and people. 
 

  

Learning Objective 

3: 

To investigate 

economic 

prosperity and 

depression. 

Task: 

Use p. 49-50 to answer the following question; 

• Was there a period of economic prosperity or 
depression in the last years of the 15th 
Century? 

 

  



 

 









































Preparing for A-Level History 

The American Dream: reality and illusion, 1945-1980 

All resources can be found on SharePoint: Transition Y11 to Y12 

External students can find resources here: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15YV2LTp1W9bpkxWFgI_7snwgy31SKY53?usp=sharing    

 
Numbers 1-6 must be completed and brought with you to your first A Level History lesson 

1. Read through the course specification and familiarise yourself with the course content.  
 

2. Complete and print the course glossary  
 

3. Make a diagram explaining how the US government works – use the below diagram as a 
starting point and add detail explaining what each part is (see SharePoint/Google Drive 
for useful links) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Make a diagram/flowchart to show how US elections work (see SharePoint/Google Drive 
for useful links) 
 

5. Make a timeline of US Presidents from Franklin D. Roosevelt to Ronald Reagan – who were 
they? What party were they representing? Any key successes/failures? (see 
SharePoint/Google Drive for useful links) 

Finished? See SharePoint/Google Drive for a list of optional extra watching, reading and listening 
that will help you get a head start with your understanding of the course. 

We advise that you purchase a copy of James Patterson, Grand Expectations. Textbooks 
will not be issued for use outside of class, if you want to purchase your own copy the link is 

here. Link for revision guide here.  

 

https://kggs.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/PupilHistoryKS5/EnMccwDZFVBPvKEMv2NRFOMB2g8m3_aa5adDE_ADfnU21A?e=jMz1cA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15YV2LTp1W9bpkxWFgI_7snwgy31SKY53?usp=sharing
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/a-level/history-7042/specification/subject-content/2q-the-american-dream-reality-and-illusion-1945-1980
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grand-Expectations-United-1945-1974-History/dp/0195117972/ref=sr_1_1?crid=39FKMUHHREXVD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uehaOjjAkkj3vJfMib8OmT5_MhQ9VPM25cRBvdRKIDojA031H9172J1-skYfG9nJ.k02jVuwRG34ZKGEE0YqtW3VK_vef3pQFBfK993_OGqI&dib_tag=se&keywords=james+patterson+grand+expectations&qid=1742818970&sprefix=james+patterson+grand+expectations%2Caps%2C61&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-American-Illusion-1945-1980/dp/1510459383/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3RLIC68TBCPK3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2A7cQU6M7ZsyCZMBg3s_GlXByXmRp7R2GJ5KwwGAVHsVKxTw1wgmx3jJNKrYfxXJfyzvNP5mvOElVNyaRLirdUVwWsfXjHUco_Fo0Vx6fmgjaS7vVuhxVG-1bloEgyD9TTbxFY7OebNWbhNZOrnmUQ.oyLbbTFVcvxrtn4DJTaekbek0MwsZozEIaGJ2DkZhoc&dib_tag=se&keywords=american+1945-1980+textbook+a+level&qid=1742818903&sprefix=american+1945-1980+textbook+a+level%2Caps%2C46&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-level-1945-1980/dp/1510418164/ref=sr_1_1?crid=QSOWDYNEXFB1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.V8SPBfGVEmhWH029pyi6AEvCcqnlx3zR80VYX0VP_Zs.hSb_QbTwWUi_Ghp2ZnMYraECgw_sJDpBXiTJxzVJW-c&dib_tag=se&keywords=american+dream+1945-1980+revision&qid=1742819032&sprefix=american+dream+1945-1980+revision%2Caps%2C58&sr=8-1


Further preparation - History 

 

                                                                   
 
 
 
 
                      

 

 

 

  

 

 

Dan Snow’s History Hit  
BBC Podcasts  

History Extra  
Audible  

 

 

Britain’s Bloodiest Crown –Timeline 
documentary  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3qE
R3Z3QyA 
Henry & Anne – Timeline Documentary 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0aI6
QWV97s 

Awakening - Eyes on the Prize documentary  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WkvOePV
OWo 
Freedom Riders – BBC documentary  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tas9OzGYc
M 

 

 The King  
Reign  
The Last Czars  
 
 
 
 

Who Killed Malcolm X?  
JFK  
The Russian Revolution  
 

 

 The Tudors  
The Wars of the Roses: A Bloody Crown  
 
 
 
 
 

Reign  
Wolf Hall 
 

 

 

< The Tudor Years 

by John 

Lotherington. 

Available on 

Amazon.  

< Grand Expectations 

by James T Patterson. 

Available on Amazon. 

You must purchase 

this book! 

< A 
people’s 
Tragedy 
by 
Orlando 
Figes.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3qER3Z3QyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3qER3Z3QyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0aI6QWV97s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0aI6QWV97s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WkvOePVOWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WkvOePVOWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tas9OzGYcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tas9OzGYcM


  


